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To the Right Honourable 
Sir William Pritchard, Lord Mayor of 


the City of LONDON, 


And Preſident of the Artillery COMPAN Y. 


To the Honourable, 
Sir Smith, Knight and Alderman, 
fames Smi hf gh | 


To the Right Worſhipul, 
Sir Matthew Andrews, Treaſurer. 


As alſo to the Right Honourable, 
Duke of Albermarl:,|Earl of Arundel, 
Earl of Oxford, Lord Falkland, 


To the Honourable, and Right Worſhipful, 
Henry Gay, Eq; Sir William Dodſon, Kt. 
William Legg, Eſq; Charles Duncomb, Eſq, 
STEWARDS. 


And to the whole Court of Aſſiſtants, Field-Officers , 
Captains, and Gentlemen, Profefſing and Exerciſing Arms 
in that Renowned and Honourable Society. | 


Right Honourable, 

N Obedvence to your Defire, I have Publiſhed this Diſ- 
courſe, which 1 Preached before you on your late Anni- 
verſary Solemnity ; and if it may contribute to the fur- 

ther Satufattion of any who are already Loyal, or the Con- 
vittion, and Reformation of ſuch as are not truly ſo, I ſhall 
be thankful to God for Bleſſing ſo mean a Performance with 
ſuch happy ſucceſs. The Subjett, I am ſure, is ſuitable to the 
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Occaſion upon which it was Preach'd, and wery neceſſary for the 
xox = yer I foreſee it will pede ſome rider: 
Diſplegfere indeed 1 do.not value, becauſe their Favour is 
mot to be obtaine by any Miniſter of the Church of England, 
who will not be falſe to his own Profeſſion, and utterly decline 
the Preathing upon theſe Dofrines, and Duties, which I have 
here plainly Fadubr, ' But you have not ſo Learned Chriſt, as 
appears by the Entertainment, which this unpoliſhed Sermon 
hath found among you, meerly for the Truths ſake. Tour 
Approbation will be Proteftion ſufficient both to it and the 
Author, who Preſents it unto you with all due Obſervance , 
wiſhing a daily increaſe of ſuch Obedient and Dutiful Subjetts 
to His Majeſty, as you are, ts whoſe firm and aftrve Loyalty, 
next unto God's and our Governours Vigilant Care and Provi- 
dence, we owe onr preſent Order, and Peace. I am, 


Right Honourable, 
Your moſt Obcdient Servant, 


George Hickes. 
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The Artillery Company. 


Rom. 13. 4- 


He beareth not the Sword in Vain : for be 
1s the Miniſter of God. 


The context before,*and after is this : Wilt thou then not 

be afraid of the Power 2" da that which is good, and thou 

t bave praiſe of the ſame. , For be is the Miniſter of 

God, to thee for good ; But if thou do that which is evil, 

be afraid, for he beareth not the Sword in Vin, for he 

us the Miniſter of God, a Revenger to Execute wrath upon 
him, that doth evil. 


LOPEZ cho there now are, and have 
SSR been for above Two thouſand 
i 4 Rs years, many Forms of Civil Go. 
vernment in the World, yet all 
= Hiſtorians Sacred, or Civil, that 
write. of the times near unto the Flood, aflure 
us, that Monarchucs _—_ every where crected 
in 
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in thoſe Ages, and that Kings were then the 
Sovecraigns of the Earth. Popular Governments, 
whether by the whole of the People, as 
in Democracies; Or in a Sele& number of the 
Chaict in Ariſtocracies, were then- in the 
Wombs her ſpecial cauſcs, being afterwards 
introduced erther dhccomgh agreement 
of Men, frec to chooſe their own Government, 
as in new Colonics, and Niſperſions; or elſe 
Rebcllion , as in/ the famous Commonweal 
of Roxee, which at firſt was Governcd by * Kings 
after the moſt Primitive Form, and then aftcr 


« the Rebclhion of Brutzs , Valerius and Collatinus 


Rome, and atlaſt again by Kings ; upon whom 
under the name of * Prince,and hen under 
the Titles of Emperor, and ' Augwſtns, the Senat, 
and People, not ablg to ſecure the publick Peace 
without a Soren Hy —_ > fon 
Power z as the and Latin 1ans, 
obſerve, really made them Kings, altho, to pre- 
vent offence on both ſides, they muſt- not for- 
ſooth be ſo called. | 
It was under Clardirs the 5th. or Nero the 
Sixth of theſe Emperours , thar St. Paul wrote 
ties unto the Romans, in which it is to 
be obſcrved , that he afferrs the Roman Empe- 
ror to be the Minifter of God, altho he was 
choſen by the Army, or the” People, ot ſome- 
timcs by both, forcycn in Ele&tive Monarchies , 


where 


} no * four great Lertcrs, the Sexat,and People 
0 
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the Soveraign Power. 
where thePcople chooſe theSozeraign,he hath not 
his Anthoricy from his Electors, but from God, 
as in Occonomical Government,the Prince of the 
RR I may ſoſpeak,hath not his Autoricy as 
an H , from the Wife, who choſe him for 
her Husband, nor the Autority of a Maſter, from 
the Servant who choſe him for his Maſtcr,But his 


Conjugal,andDeſporical Autority are both from 
God,who hath made the Husband the head of his 


Wite, as Chriſt is the head of the Church , and the 
Maſter Lord,and Commander over his Scrvants, 
whom they are to count worthy of all Honour, and 
be Obedient unto them, as unto Chrift. 

The choice indeed of the Husband, and Ma- 
ſter 1s from the Wife, and Servant, but the Pow- 
cr of them both is from God, they were free, 
as to their choice, but after itthey are not free,as 
to their ſubjection, nor can they diſobey them 
without diſobcying God. Ju ſo 1s 1t-in E- 
lective Monarchics, the Pcople or their Depuyes 
may chooſg the Mah whom they will have for 
their Prince, buc they do not give him his Auto- 
rity ; that he hath trom God upon their Election, 
which made Yalentinian when the Army , that 
choſe him Emperor, cry'd out, that he ſhould 
take a parener mm the Government,anſwer them 
upon this principle thus : + Ir was in your Pow. 
er Souldicrs, to chooſe me for your Emperor, but 
now you have choſen me, that which you demand 
is not in your Power , but mine: you ought to be 

2 quiet, 


+ Soxom. L- 6. © 
Go 6. 
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ther Volume in the World. There 
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quiet, as Subjefs, and I as an Emperor to conſider, 
what is fit to be done. And accordingly the A- 
e here in my text aſflerts Claudius, or as it 
35 more likely, Nero the Emperor, who was cho- 
ſen by the Army, and Seat, not to be their Mi- 
niſter, or to havcany Miniſterial, or Fiduciary 
Power under them, but to be the Miniſter of 
God over them, and as ſuch to have the Power 
of the Sword. He bearerh not the Sword in Vain, 
for he is the Miniſter of God. 

According to which cxplication of the words, 
I ſhall undertake to prove two propoſitions. 
Firſt, That Soveraign Princes are Gods Miniſters, 
and Vice-Gerents, and Reign by his. ſpecial ordi- 
nance and appointment. and SCC , That as 
ſuch they have and exerciſe the Supream Power, 
and particularly the Power of the Sword. And 
theſe two Propoſitions being proved, I ſhall 
make ſome practical inferences from this Loy- 
al- Do&trin, proper to this Audience and the cxi- 
gence of the Times, in which we hve. 

L Firſtthen; that Soveraign Princes are Gods 
Miniſters, and Vice-Gerents, and Reign by his 
ſpecial ordinance, 1s plain from nfany expreſs 
xexts of the Old and New Teſtament, which 
are the Loyalleſt, as well as the Divineſt Books 
inthe World. I will begin with the Old Teſta- 
mcnt, whoſe Autority, were it not of divine 
inſpiration, ought upon the account of its an- 
tiquity, to preponderate with us aboye any o- 


— — 
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- , The Soverain Power. OO mon 
There, as + Irenews obſerves,God faith in the * * »<*+ | 
$:h. Ch. of the Book of Proverbs, By me Kings 
| Reign , and Princes decree juſtice, by me Princes 
| rule , and Nobles, even all the Tudges of the Earth. 
Hence Nebuchadnezzar Kin of” Babylon 1s cal- 
led Gods Servant, or cr, Ferem. 27. 5,6. 
| I have made the Earth, and given it unto whom it 
| ſeemed meet unto me,and now I have given all theſe 
| Lands into the hands of Ncbuchadnezzar the King 
of Babylon my Servant, and all Nations ſhall ſerve 
him, and his Son, and bis Sons Son, untill the 
| very time of bis Land come, and then many Nati- 
? ons, and great Kings ſhall ſerve themſelves of him. 
| Accordingly whenDarie/ſpoke unto himyhe ſaid, 
Thou 0 King art a King of Kings, for the God of 
Heaven, hath given thee a Kingdom, Power, and 
Strength, and Glory. Chap. 2. 37. and after- 
wards {pcaking of him unto Belhazzar his Son, 
he ſaid. 6 thou King ! the moſt high God gave Ne- 
buchadnezzar rhy Father a Kingdom, and Majeſty, 
and Glory, and Honor, nd tor the Majeſty, 
that he gave him, all People trembled, and feared 
before him ; whom he would be flew, and whom he 
would he kept alive, and whom he wauld be ſet y 
up, and whom be would he pulled down. 

According to this Doctrine alſo God calleth 
Cyrus Iis Shepherd, and Anointed; the very 
Tidles, which he gavethe Kings of Ifracl, whom 
he ſer over his own People. Thus faith the 
Lord, I am the Lord that maketh all things, that 


Stretch- 
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Stretcheth forth the Heavens alone, that ſaith of 


Cyrus be is my Shepberd, and , Thus ſaith the 
Lord to Cyrus bis Anointed , I have even called 
thee by thy name, 1 have ſurnamed thee, tho thou 
haſt not known me. I hayc choſen to inſtance in 

ſe rwo Pagan Kings, ratherthan in the Kings 
of Iſracl, becauſe you may ſee, that there is no 
difference _—_ Soverargn Princes, as to the 
Divinity of their Tile, but that che Sacred Order 
of Kings in general, 1s the Ordinance of God. 
And therefore God to Lecture this Doctrine 
more Emphartically unto us, hath together with 
the Soveraign Autority communicated unto 
them his own name. Thou ſbalt not revile the 
Gods ( faith God) zor curſe the ruler of thy 
People, and faith the Pfalmiſt, Pſ. 82. God ftan- 
deth in the Congregation of the Mighty, he Judg- 
eth among the Gods ; and I have ſaid ye are Gods, 
and all of you are Children of the-moſt high. In 
alluſion co which (faith our Saviour) in his 
own detence, Is it not written in your Law, 
I ſaid ye are Gods: and if be called them Gods 
about 'mhom the word of God was ſpoken, ſay ye 
of him, whom the Father bath ſanttified, and ſent 
into the World, thou blaſphemeſt, becauſe thou (ay- 
ID MINS That is as much as to 
ay , it Kings, who arc Anointed and Jons by 
God arc called Gods, and the Sons of God, 
then how can it be blaſphemy in me, who am 
the Meſſias hinafelt fent from God, to fay Iam 
tus Son. Yes, 


= 


— "100 SOUEr aan Power. _— 
Yes, Kings are petty Gods, who Govern men 
upon as Michael and Gabriel Govern 
their Angels in Heaven, by iminediate dele- 

ation from God. Their Sovyeraignty 1s an 
RR of his Soycraignty, their Majeity the Fi- 
gure of his Majeſty , and their Empirc a fi- 
militude of, his Empare, . they arc Supream on 
Earth, as he is 'in Heaven, they derive nor 
their Autority from their Subjects ( for that 
would. be a contradiction) as he derives nor 
his from his creatures , but from lim alone 
they derive it, they arc his Licutcnants , and 
Truſtces, the honor or diſhonor wc .do them 
terminares ja him, who gives them their Sc 
ters, and ſcts them as the Scripture faith, 
ſct Solomon upon his own. Throne , and made 
__ Kang, for the Lord his God. 1 Chr. 29. 23- 
2 Cbr. 9.8. _ 
4 This 1s RE EIN out Lau the New 

cſtament, trom: that ſglemn acknowledgment 
which _ our . bleſſed pers as. a, Subjeet of 
the Empire, made of the  Soveraign Power 
of Tiberius, , whom he owned, by. paying the 
Tribute ; which was duc uno. him, for the Mi- 
niſter of Gad.For, for rhis cavſe (faith the Apoſtle) 
pay you Tribute alſo, becauſe they are Gods Mini- 
far: etvend ng continually upon this very thing. T0 
which Iſhall only add the verſes betore,and afte 
my text: Let every ſoul be.ſubjet? tothe bigher pow- 
ers, for there is no power but of God,zhe powers that be 


are 


_ TW aw 
are ordained of God, _—_—_ therefore refiteth 
the power Rh the ordinance of God, and they 
that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation —— 
Wilt thou then not be afraid of the Power, do that 
which is good and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the 
ſame, for he is the Miniſter of God to thee for good: 

, for 


But if thou do that , which is evil, be afrai 
he beareth not the Sword in Vain, for he is the 
Miniſter of God, a revenger to execute wrath up- 
on him, that doth evil. Wherefore, you ought to 
be ſubjef not only for wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 


ſake. 

Here you ſee how Emphartically the Apoſtle 
ſtyleth the Power, the Ordinance, and the Poten- 
rate, or Ruler, the Miniſter of God. And accor- 
ding to this Apoſtolical Icfſon the Primitive 
Chriſtians did - acknowledge the Autority of 
=_y perſecuting Emperors to be derived from 


+ Theophilus Biſhop of Antioch ſaith, will honor 
the Emperor, but not adore him, I adore the true 
God, knowing, that by him the Emperor is ordain- 
ed, And tothe ſame purpoſe again, He is not 
himſelf God, but a man appointed by God, -and af- 
ter a ſort entruſted by God, with the Oeconomy of 
the Empire. So * Athenagoras Addreſſing his 
ſpeech to Marcus Antoninus, and his Son Com- 
modus : to you ( faith he) the power of all things 
is committed, you have received the Empire from 


above. $9 *- Origen tells Celſus, that it was not the 
Heathen 


—_C" ——_—_——_ 
Heathen .God-Saturn, ' but 6G od he ——_— 
things) that forter gree 8 / 
Porer 1s Reihn, and) Sana. 

lexatdria ſanh m/chetiane of the Chriſtians,” we 
F; and _ the 6n6 Goel: who hath committed 
M146! 0ut'Savfed* Emp erors Valcrianus, 


þroot-of this Docttine by 
many texts ofSeripture;andithis of ag pres 
the reſt, concludes with theſe words': 'By wh 
Cominaud. Kings. are born \Men, "by his Cottemand 
likewiſe are\Men ordained. Wings." *And T6-Ter- 
tullias. after him-: ' Thence 34 the Emperor ſtom 
whence be was ' a man," before he was Emperor , 

thence be bath bis Actor ey» from whente he. bath 


bis breath And And agirt"=ajnw of neceffily rews- 


rence thÞ Emperor, as ore that rf hath chofor, 
fo:that we may reaſonably that —_ Is rather 
ors, than yours,as being or, "apol, 
c:30.'33. and in unorho place, ah Is an 
Enemy to no-man, mich leſs to: tron Whom 

be knows to be appointed by God, ad Sc | 
-[Dhis was current Divinity Chr 
| ankunder:the Pagan arid oy ns /Brrh 
| and whav'ir was 'aftce rhey Chrti 
| rs oct rratbntly oy of St: Athand 
unto C om theſe woke: 
0:Alnigtiy Bard eral Ayo, the Father' of our 
| Lars Feſus Chriſt; thou by thy word haſt given the 


us, Dionyſins of 'A- * gut wp 
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Empire to thy ſervant Conſtantius. It would 
be endleſs ro cire more Autorities #0 confirm 

| this Doctrine out 'of the: Fathers, I will rather 

| ſhew how it hath been by our own Acts, 

| -<- 01.4.4 and Authors, of ourown Soveraigns, the Ki 

| Bridgmnans ol-026 JagaRt 5 Baqpany, 20.0 m2 God 

| Regicides p.12, QIVCILTNLS lmperial Crown, the Statute of Prx- 

13914 Munire 7b. K. '2. c. 5. declares, that the Crowr of 

| Lanes 66h is ſo free that it is inno Earthly Sabjefi- 

wh on, but immediately ſubjeA to God in all things 

' * rgouching the regality of the ſame. And the Par- 

| bament in the 25 A 8. 21. made this recogni- 

| tion unto his Majcſty , that his Graces. Realm | 

| had no Superiour under God, but only his Grace. | 

| 


and (24 H. 8. C. 12.) and that next unto God they 
ought p a Natural, and Humble Obedience: 
And long before this our Ancient,” and learn- 
ed Lawycr Brafton did declare, that the * Kimg 


*L 1. d&& re. - 


* every Soul is 
cept only God, V2y, 

As for Eccleſiaſtical Autorities xt would take 

up too much time to recite them/-all. - The 

*camn 36. * Church is to admit none into holy orders, bur 
' ſuch as will firſt ſubſcribe, that the Kings Majeſty 
+ ſee hom, ext under God, is the only Supream Governor of all 
Jaane bisRealms and Dominions,and in the Book of + Ho- 
{dat rrilies beſides the afleruon of this gas a- 
Tip i. ur 
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| bout Soveraign Princes in genetal,our late Sove- 

raign King James is acknowledged for the high 

iff of God. To conclude this head, from 

EnCe it comes to paſs, that our Kings, as the 
learned * Bochart obſcryed, are ſtiled by rhe Grace « ,, £,14.1; 
of God, and that the Royal Motto 15 Diez et -/virm 
mon Droit ;and ac y this Church which is %-:7 
\kak and Primitive in her Loyalty hath caught 


her Children to Pray : Almighty God whoſe Kine- 
om is ing, and Power infinite, have mercy 
the whole Church, and ſo rule the heart of 
thy Choſen Servant Charles, our King and Gover- 
our, that he knowing, whoſe Miniſter he is, may 
above all things ſeek thy Honour, and Glory, and 
"that we, and a is Subjes duly conſidering whoſe 
Autority he hath, may faithfidly ſerve , honor, 
and humbly obey him, in thee, and for thec, ac- 
cording to thy bleſſed Word, and Ordinance. Yes, 
| according to the word of the Apoſtle in my text, 
"  whofaith, that he beareth not the Sword in Vain, 
becauſe be is the Minifter of God 

IT. Having now ſhewed, that Soveraign Princes 

are Gods Miniſters, and Vice-Gerents; and Rei 
hos 5 0pm 1 procecd to ſhew inthe 

P 


| e, thatunder that Charafter they have 
and exerciſe the Supream Power, and particularly 
the Power of the Sword. 
This latter Propoſition 1s a very cafy and dif- 
cernable conſequence from the former, and _ 
C 2 


_ , tsthe Kings Ws: and Lies Geron, and.b 
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be ilutated from che of teMa- 
DALUTE (ordinate) 


piſtrates who are the Kings , appoint- 
cd under him, as he is, appoiated under God. 
As for example: the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
Oy 
+> By |— ny in erin  CONSTUmEnK 
—_ Kingdom both a Milita 
that. of the Sceprer ,,and the Sh, 
which. the King 1 poadneh.y _ 1" 
In lke manner" Sovctaigh | Princes \ 
as I have ſhewn, Gods' Liewtenants, and Yite- 
Gerents within theig, (nary Loans \and:-Dogm- 
nions, they Reign under that Sublime;character, 
and as his Repr epreſntarves have awd @ ppt oe 
Juriſdiction, andn particial okthe Sword ; 
accordin Goo why Apoſtle ſaich,\be brarerh net 
the Smord ith Vain, for: be is the! or 
a. ger 101 exerite wrath, or z' upon 
him; that. doth-exil.- Were men Eo 
of the Angels, who obcy Co 
ly. for Conſcience-(ake, han ya > 
ent fot Princes, that wy oc; 
without. the ;P 
men > _ more! Tang 
It 1s: nccellary Wh 
ſhould b* forniſhed with a - Gu 
dicative Power, which:may be Called: the Sword 
of Juſtice, and without bo all his _ ans 
CIS 
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Orders would 'be vain, precarious and inſipni- 
ficant words, and writings, meer Cobwebs, which 
the Waſps and Hornets, that ſwarm in all Go- 
vernments, would inſulringl break through. 
And were men alfolike the good Angels free 
from evil paffions;' would they be: ict in the 
ſeveral ranks and ſtations, in which God hath ſet 
them, then Soverajgn Princes like Arch-Angels, 
who are fecure' from the mfurrections of therr 
Subjects, would be ſafe withour the Sword ; but 
ſince Pride, —_ = Diſcontent , make men 
envy their Saperi firive to ſnatch the 
Crowns fror no he Princes heads, fince thete 
are Lacifers/in al Kingdoms, and the Dragon, 
and his Angels will in all worldly Governments, 
_ with Michael, ind his, ir is ab- 
= 7 Groen ;thar the Severaign be be furniſhed 


Government, 
and Diſpolias of f che Militia orMiitary Forces, 
whidtmay be called the Sword of War. Fanhier 
morc'it'js for rhe Soveraign to bear the 


gs of W: only to defend himſelf from 
his own Aer Finger Subjects, bur ro defend both 


himſelf, a pple from the pp of other 
1t 15 not upon as it iSin 
Ss, Tori PriticipWey canlive without 


danger, orjealouſie of anothe burin all Earchly 
Kingdoms there muſt be mulitarySocierics,&Pre- 


pararions ready to oppoſeforeign violence, _ 
an 
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and Potential Forces, ſome every where, as the 
Hiſtorian ſpeaks, in equis & Armis ad ſubita 
belli excubantes, and if this Power of levying War, 
and providing Arms, and Forces, did belong to 
any other a 2 than hum whom God hath ap- 
pointed for Soycraign, that perſon would be So- 
veraign, and not he. : 

From whence it is plain, that the Prince hath 
the Sword in both ſenſes, from the fame hand, 
from which he hath his Robes, his Crown, and 
his Scepter. He 1s a Sovycraign as Gods Vice- 
Gerent and Repreſentative, and as Gods Vice- 
Gerent and Repreſentative he 1s a Soverai 
under both , or cither character he the 
uns by the Autoriry of his Heavenly Maſter; 

o hath put it in his hand for hisPcoples defence, 
and alſo tobe anavenger,to execute wrath non 
cvery ſoul that 15 diſobedient ro the Laws,which 
are made todefend his rights, againſt the inya- 
ſions of his Subjects, or the rights of his Subjects, 
againſt the violence, and inyaſtons of one ano- 
ther. In both theſe reſpects he is an Avenger, 
and God to whom Vengeance,and the Power of 
life, and death over mcn Radically, and Origi- 
nally bclongeth, hach conamirtted the Sword of 
War, and Juſtice unto him, that he might be 
Vindex in terris , and not only Command, bur 
Puniſh in his ſtead. 

Hence the Emperor Fuſtinian, who accord- 


ing 
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his heels againſthim. 
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to my firſt propoſition, in the firſt ſentence 
his Preface to the Pandet&ts ſolemnly * ac-, gr m 
knowledges,that he received his Empire from God, —__ 
doth in the beginning of his Procm to the Inſtt- 5; 5ceug: 
rutions afſcrt Arms to be primarily neceſſary for a + ry 
Prince,n the following words: ImperatoriamMa- '* 4: 
jeſtatem non ſolum Armis decoratam, ſed etiam le- 
ibus oportet eſſe armatam. The Majeſty of a 
Kin ought to be fortified and adorned not only 
with Arms, . but Laws. With Arms in the firit 
place, without which his Majeſty would be con- 
eemptible and his Laws of no force; for take 
away the Tecth, 'and Talons of the Lyon, and 
his Roaring, to which Solomon ingemouſly 
compares the wrath of a Bog wil be no lon- 


ger terrible, - but every vile will bark, and 
eyery filly Aſs will bray in his tace, and lift up 


Hence faith * Glamvil of the Kings of England ;,1,,4."* 
almoſt in the words of Zuſtinian, Regiam Ma- * wen 
jeftatem non ſolum armis oportet eſſe decoratam, ſed +. « ::. 
& legibus ; and to this e Þ Fleta, habet 

Rex in manu ſus onnia jura, the King hath all the 

Laws1n his hand, & materialem gladium, qui per- 

tinet, ad Regni gubernaculum , and the Rood, 

which belongeth ro theGovernment of his King- 

dom; and faith Brafon in the beginning of his 

firſt Book ; In rege, qui refl: regit, neceſſaria ſunt 

duo bac, arma videlicet, & leges, there are two 

things neceffary for a King, that Governs well, 

Arms 


ings > 6g 


Arms, and Lang. cath Laps of this King: 
dom, which 'ackn ovþ hs & unperjal Cre, 
and Jurifdiction-of this t9 be taken 1m- 
mediately from God, ena to my firſt Pro- 
ſition, do alſo according to the ſecond, | ac- 
Saas the Kings Power over the Militia, an 
that | of Armour. Sefonge unto him, by vertue. 
his Rags = , as may be _ inthe 7 of. 
ward 1. preſent Soycraig 
C. 6. where 1t 1 he 13 four that the ſupream diſ- 
poſition of the Militis, and of all Forces by Sea 
and Land, and of all Forts, and places of f firengtb 
is, and by the Laws © * England ever nas tbe ri 
of His Majeſty, and. bis Royal  Prorgſins Andat 
it WCre not,ſhewould not be a.rcal,: bus-a _ 


nominal King, in ſhew, > FovA 
of a Soveraign, burin reality a nrag, or fit a Spar 
tan King, a did Prince indeed, not Gods, 
bur the Pco oples unhappy. Miſter and Servant ; 
which, his ajcſty, ot | wiſdom, \knew 
very well , when he told that-Houſe ot\Com- 
mons, which asked the Militig;of him for ſome 
weeks, that. be $4 uot. park with it: for an hour. 
Ic was the vorce a Kang, anda Chriſtian, he 
{poke as, ix became Gods Vice-Geremt,and Lieu- 
tenant, Who knew very well from whom he had 
his Sword as well as bis. Scepter,, and that he 
borc 1t.not wa vain, but was the Miniſter of God, 


a Revenger to cxccute wrath\upon him, or them, 
that do cyil. 


Having 
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Having now ſhewed firſt that ſovercign Prin- 
ces are God's -miniſters and vicegerents ; and 
ſecondly, that as ſuch, they have, and exerciſc 
the —_ power, and particularly that of the 
Sword ; I now procecd to make ſome practical 
Obſervations upon this Loyal doctrine proper 
to this mecting, and the exigence of theſe times, 
in which weve. 


Firſt then, we may obſerve what a groundleſs 
and blaſphemous doctrine it 1s to aflerr, as the 
Popiſh Writers do, that the Pope hath all man- 
ncr of temporal, as well as ſpiritual power gt- 
ven him from God, and that he giveth the for- 
mer to Empcrours and Kings to uſe it under 
him; bur fo, that as his miniſters and vicege- 
rents, they depend entirely upon him. + 

This is the great Palladizm of the Popiſh Cauſe, 
which hath murthered, and depoſed ſo many ſo- 
vereign Princes, and diſpoſed of their Crowns 
and Dominions. This brought Henry the IV. 
Emperour of Germany, on a cold froſty day, barc- 
toot and barc headed ro Pop: Hildebrand s pa- 
lace; this brought the Emperour Frederick the 
firſt, tro hold Pope Adrian the gth's Stirrop ; and 
this ſer the foot of Pope Alexander the 3d. upon 
his Neck, when his Holineſs blaſphemoutly mif- 
applyed the words of the Pſalmiſt : Thou Jbalt 
tread upon the Lion and Adder, the young Lin and 
Dragon, thou ſhalt trample under foot. 

Ic 
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It was upon this account of the Pope's pretended 
univerſal Sovereignty that King John ſurrendred 
this Kingdom to Pope Lymocent the 3d. that 
Henry the 2d. ſubmutted to the laſhes of the 
Monks of Canterbury, and that Henry the 4th. 
of France, was —__ in the Perſon of his 
Ambaſladour Cardinal D'o/at, by the Pope and 
Cardinals at Rome. 

To be ſhort, this doctrine makes all Princes 
the Pope's Vaſlals, and it ought not to be cn- 
durcd - any Loyal Chriſtian Subject, as being 
ſo unreaſonable 1n it ſelt, ſo deſtructive to the 
rights and dignity of ſovercign Princes, and fo 
contrary to the word of God. Our Anceſtours 
themſclves were never. able to bear it, as * ap- 
pears from the reſolve of the Lords and Com- 


mons.in Parliament, in the 4o year of Edward 


the 3d. who when the Pope by his Ambaſladour | 


demanded Homage of the > rs his ewo 
Kingdoms, anſwered, that fling John (upon whole 
ſurrender the Pope grounded his claim) could not 
put his Realm in any ſuch ſubjefion without his peoples 
conſent , that it was againſt his Coronation Oath, 
and that for themſelves they could not aſſent to any 
thing in Parliament, that tended to the diſinheriſon of 
the King and his Crown, and that if the Pope at- 
—_—_— any thing of that nature, they would reſift 
him with all their force. 
And in the Statute of Pramunire, wherein as 
I have ſhew'd, the three Eſtates of this Realm 
acknow- 
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acknowledged the King to be immediately ſub- 


jet to God, they alſo promiſed and bound 


themſelves bo —_ wt 4 Crown mw = 
againſt the Papal Juriſdiction, and to live 
ny ws with the tiene 

And in the 35 Her. VIII. r 1. the firſt oath of 
Supremacy, which acknowledges the King ſu- 

eme Head upon carth under God, was alſo 

ormed againſt the Papal Jurifdiction ; which 
made Arch-Biſhop Crarmer, in Queen Mary's 
days, refuſe to anſwer the Biſhop of Gloceſter, 
who fate in judgment upon him by commifſion 
from Rome ; for which refuſal hz apologized in 
a Letter to the Queen, urging his Oath of 
Allegiance to the contrary, and telling her Ma- 
jeſty, that it could not but grieve the heart of any 
natural Subjet to be accuſed, as he was, of his 
own Sovereign within her own Realm, before an 
outward Fudge. 

Bur in the ſecond place, we may obſerve what an 
abſurd doctrine 1t is, and how difagrecable ro 
Chriſtian divinity, to aflert that the ſovereign 
Power 1s radically and originally ſcared in the 
People, and derived trom them upon the Prince. 
I deny not, but char God by ms providence may 
inveſt the ſovereign Power 1n the body of the 
pcople, as formerly in Athens, and now in the 
Cantons of Switzerland, and thar, as formerly in 
Sparta,they may commit the exerciſe of it unto a 
ſingle perfon under the character of King ; _ 
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then ſuch Kings are oncly equivocal Kings, 
Kings 1n name, but 1n rcality Subjects, and 
have the People for their ſovereign Lord, who 
in theſe unhappy governments, as 7hemiſtocles 
calls them in his Epiitles, are 1indced the Miniſters 
of God, and ought to be obey'd, not oncly 
for wrath, but alto tor Conſcience-lake. 

But che opinion that I am ſpeaking againſt is 
this, that the Pcople arc the fountain and foun- 
dation of all power and dominion, which 1s 
underſtood to be derived trom them cven upon 
thoſe whom Cultom calls ſovereign Princes, 
who are but their truſtees, or fiduciary mipiſters ; 
with whom they have art leaſt a virtzal contract, 
aad if they do not perform their truſt by nor 
uſing their power to the ends for which they 
received it, or abuſc it to contrary cnds, then 
they forfeit the power and authority with which 
they were cntruſted by them, and ought to be 
anſwcrable tor their detaules. 

[ am confident this doctrine cannot be ſtrange 
to any man, that hath caſt his cyes never b 
little upon the ſeditious Pamphlets of theſe, or 
the late times: It 1s expretied , or implyed, 
taught, or inſinuated 1n moſt of them, which 
infect the unwary, the unthinking Vulgar with 
this Popiſh principle of Rebellion, before they 
arc aware. _ I call it a Popilh principle, becautc 
the Papiſts, of all Chriſtians, firſt taught it, tO 
arm the ſubjects at their pleaſure againſt their 


Sovereign 


w—_— wr af l —— >. _— 


I 


Sovereign, and by that means to revenge them- 
ſclves upon the Princes that would not ſubmur un- 
to the Pope. And indeed there never was any doc- 
trinc better fitted and invented todeſtroy Monar- 
chics, than this is.: for as the unchriſtian opinion, 
that Epiſcopacy is an uſurpation over the Church, 
makes many people fit ſo uncaſy and diſcontenred 
under the Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, and hateBiſhops: 
So this unchriſtan doctrine, which makes (> 
vercign and independent Princes Uſurpers over 
the peoples liberties, nault alſo make all people that 
believe it, uncaſy and diſcontented under Mo- 
narchical government, and ſecretly diſattected 
to the Princes, in whoſe Realms they live. 

. This we find by experience 1n this Kingdom, 
where this moſt unſcriptural and abſurd doc- 
crine 15 taught ; unſcriptural I call it, becauſe it 
is ſo contrary to the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament, which aſſert ſuch wicked Prin- 
CCS as Tiberius, Nebuchadnezzar, Claudius and Nero, 
to be the miniſters of God, and commands al- 
legiancc both in ſubjection and non-reliſtence 
unto them upon that account. 

And as 1t1s moſt contrary to the Scriptures, 
and the whole ſtrain of primitive Chrittian Wri- 
ters; ſos it in it ſelf chargeable with many ab- 
ſurditics and difficulties, which the maintainers 
thereot cannot anſwer: For firit, 1f the ſove- 
teign Power be radically and fundamentally 
ſcarcd 1n the people, then there 1s but on: fort 
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of ſovereign JH in the World, »iz, 
Democracy, and by conſequence all other Sove- 
reigns, whether Senates or Princes, are Uſur- 
pers, and ought to be reduced, or depoſed. 
Secondly, They cannot-tell_ us upon this hypo- 
theſis, whether the ſupreme Power belongs to 
all che people promiſcuouſly , that have the 
uſe of reaſon, without any regard to Sex or 
condition , or onely to qualified perſons, to 
Men onely, and men of fuch a condition and 
fort. If men onely have a ſhare and intereſt 
in the ſupreme Power, by whoſe order and au- 


 thority, or by what Salique law of Nature were 


Women cxcluded from it, who are as uſefull 
members of the Commonwealth, and as neceflary 
for humane ſocierics as the men are? Who gave 
the men authority to deprive them of their 
birthright, and ſer them aſide as unfit ro med- 
dle with Government; when Hiſtories tcach us 
that they have weilded Sceptres, as well as Men, 
and Experience ſhews, that there 1s no natural 
difference berween their underſtandings and 
ours,nor any defects in their knowledge of things, 
but what Education makes ? | 
Burt admitting that the ſovereign Power 15 
oncly in the Men, then they are as hard puzled 
to tell us, whether it b2 1n all the men that have 
the ule of reaſon promiſcuouſly, or onely in 
qualified perſons of ſuch an age, eſtate, or con- 
dition. It all, then young and old, maſters 
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and ſervants, fathers and children, poor and 
rich muſt have an equal ſhare and ſuffrage in 
the Government , which would make an 1n- 
tolerable confuſion ; but it they fay ſome, and 
once ſect limitations , then they can never tell 
by what order, or authority thoſe without the 
limits, which muſt be the more numerous 
part of the people, arc ſhut out from the Go- 
vernment and from the concerns of the Com- 
monwealth, of which they are the greateſt 


rt. 

*" But laſtly, let us ſuppoſe, as moſt of theſe 
Commonwealths-men do, that the Wife is in- 
cluded with her Husband, the Child with the 
Parent, and the Servant with the Maſter, yer what 
proviſion 1s hereby made for all emancipated 
perſons, ſuch I mean, as have neither husbands, 
parents, nor maſters, muſt they come in for 
a ſhare of the Government, or not? or muſt 
onely maſters of Farulies have the whole 
management, and if they muſt, muſt the poor 
and rich, thoſe that have cſtatcs, and thoſe that 
have none, have an equal ſhare and mterelt 1n 
it, or if they muſt not, whence arifes the in- 
equality, or who 1s it that hath authority to give 
ſome more power, and ſome leſs? 

Or if you will ſuppoſe a great Numb:r of 
people not yet under any contract or regular 
aſſociation, who can have power to convene 
them together, to appoint tumes or places for 
mect- 
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mecting to preſide in their aflemblies, to detcr- 
mine ariſing doubts, to- draw up artclcs of 
agreement, torm the ſcheme of the future Go- 
vernment, compute voices, and the ike? and 
then 1n their aſſemblies, will the ſupreme Power 
reſt in the Major, or in the wiſer, or better 
part? and ſhall their acts conclude thoſe thac 
could not, or would not come? When you 
have well conſidered all cheſe dithcule and p.r- 
plexed points, which attend this hypotheſis of 3} 
| } placing all power inthe People, you will cafily 
| perceive the excellency of the Scriptural hypo- 
 _th{{is abovenrt. Its is from all che forcemen- 
| tioned difhcultics and abſurditics; it is more agrec- 
able tothe original of Mankind from one ele 
| created Father ; it leaves not ſo many pretences 
tor Sedition and Rebellion; it lays che higheſt 
obligations that can be upon the conſcience of 
| the Sovereign to rule well : In a word, it is not 
| onely the moſt religious, but the moſt rational, 
calic, and compleat account of Government, to » 
| ſay, that ſovereign States and Princes, arc God's 
| miniſters and. not the peoples, that they derive 
their power from heaven, and not from men z 
and particularly, that they have the power of 
the Sword not by donation from the people, 
but by the ordinance of God. 
Bur in the third place, From this Apoſtolical- 
| doctrine about the power and authority of fo- 
vereigh Princes, and States, you may Perceive 
—_ of 
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what a great ſin it is for the ſubjefts of any 

government upon any pretence whatſoeyer, to 

take up Arms without-authority from the law- 

tull Sovereign, be it in riots, tumults, or rc- 

bellions, or any other illegal mectings howſo- 

ever called; for God hath commurted the power 

of the Sword to the lawfull Sovereign onely, 

and whoſocver takes it, and ufeth it without hs 

authority, much more againſt it, uſurperth the 

chict part of the ſupreme authority, and 1s lefr 

by our bleſſed Saviour to be puniſhed for 

lus uſurpation by the Sovereign's Sword: Put 

up thy Sword again - (ſaith he unto Saint Pe- 

ter, who drew it to defend his Maſter againſt 

the ofhcers of the yy wr pare, ppg cn P all, 

that take the ſword, ſhall periſh by the ſword; and 

to this purpoſe, and almoſt in the fame words, 

faich St. Fohbn, by way of precaution to the 

ſufferin g Chriſtians : He that killeth with the 

ſword muſt be killed with the ſword , here is the faith 

and patience of the Saints. And accordingly the | 

Apoſtle tells che Chriſtian ſubjects of that mon- | 

{tcr Nero, that the Powers that then were, were 

ordained of God, and that they, who reliſted | 

the Power, rctiſtcd the ordinance of God, and 

ſhould receive damnation, or condemnation to | 

chemſelyes. | 
To bear the Sword, or have the ſupreme dif- 

poſition of the Sword, 15 one of the jura majeſta- 

tis, or elſcntial rights of Sovereignty, which be- 

| E longs 


_ — > ——_— 


a 


longs to the Sovereign by the Imperial laws of all 
orennienn and - the ſame-Imperial laws is 
1t made capital to take it up againſt the Sove- 
reign; and our Saviour, who came 10 deſtroy no 
man's civil rights, but to tonfurm them, was mn the 
firſt place render of the Sovereign's rights and 
of the Laws, by which they are eltablithed , 
#nd confirmed them both : Render wnto Ceſar 
(Tairh he) the things that are Cxſar's, and one 
part of Cſar's prerogative, as a ſovereign Prince, 
and indeed the foundation of all the reſt, was 
ro. be accountable to no earthly power, nor 
liable ro any coercion, or force : for were there 
any other power to which hz was accountable, 
or which-had a right to reliſt him by violence 
or force of armour, that power would be Ceſar, 
or Sovercign, and not he. 

Wherefore had our Sxviour given a er 
to Chriſtian ſubjects upon the account of Reli 
g40n, Or any other account whatſoever, to take 
up Arms againſt their Sovereign, he had ſer up 
one Sovercign, and one Sword againſt another, 
m every Government ; and ſo had nor come as 
he ſaid, to ſave mens lives, but to deſtroy them, 
and as he ſpoke in another ſenſe, nor to ſend 
Peace upon the earth, but a Sword. 

Bur inſtead of that, as I ſaid before, he hath 
confirmed the rights of Sovercignty, and the 
Imperial laws of every ſovereign government, 
which make « capital to refit che Soyercign, 
and 


_ "EI OI qa, 


_— - —— - - — 
_ 


— 


—— "Si Power. 3p | 
and it 1s by thefe Laws, which I may call the 
firſt Table of every government, and -by the 
Goſpel, which confirms them, that paſſive obe- 
dience, or non-reſiflence becomes the double duty 
of Chriſtian ſubje&ts, who cannot take up the 
Sword againſt thar Sovercign without nefiling 
God, w Miniſter he is, and making them- 
{clves juſtly liable co the ſtroak of that Sword, 
which God hath put in his hand. 
For God, to whom vengeance, or puniſh- 
ment, belongeth, hath made him a revenger to 
execute wrath upon his ſubjects that doe evil, 
but he hath not made them revengers to execute 
wrath upon him. Had he done fo, he had ſer 
up two inſtcad of gne Sovereign in cycry Go- 
vernment ; bur on! the contrary, as his wiſc- 
dom and honour obliged him, he hath rcſer- 
ved wicked Princes, and Tyrants for his own 
| t, and hath allowed their ſubjects no | 
Arms againſt them, but che Arms of the Ca- | 
tholique and Apoſtolical Church, cven the Pri- 
mirive Artillery of prayers and tears. ; 
Perhaps this may ſeem a wy harſh doctrine 
ro fome inconſiderate people ar firſt hearing, but 
if they well conſider chat the refiſtence of the 
Subjects brings greater evils upon the publick, 
chan the tyranny of the moſt wicked Sovyerei 
* they will find, char the doctrine of paſſive 0 
dience 1s founded 1n the highelt reaſon, and that 
we arc bound to praiſe the wifedom and good- 
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nefs of God, who hath forbidden us a remedy, 


which is infinitely worſe than the difcafe. I need 
not ſend you far oft to prove whar 1 ſay, forin 
this little Iſland fince the beginning of the Retor- 
mation,there hath been - area much Chriſtian 
bloud ſhed in pretended defenſeve Wars, by the 
Anti-Epiſcopal Reformers, as in the firſt ten 
famous harntions throughout the Roman Eim- 
pire ; and more men flain 1n the leaſt ſer barel 
of the lare Rebellion, which was alſo called a 
Defenſrve War, than by the tyranny of all the 
Kings of this Nation fince th: Crown was ſer 
upon the Conquerour's Head. 

But in the fourth place, To paſs over many 
other uſctull obſervations.as gghat a ſtrong obliga- 
tion this doctrine lays upon the conſciences of all 
Chriſtian States, and Princes, and how unjuſtly 
the faithfull Miniſters of this Church are hated 
and aſperſed for preaching of it up, as if they 
deligned to flatter their Prince into a Tyrant, 
and enſlave the Pcople : I fay, to paſs over theſe 
conſid:rations, which would cffectually vindi- 
cate the Church and Clergy of England, and 
diſcover the malice of their factious enemies, 
we may ſee how much it 1s the ſpecial duty of all 
infcriour Magiſtrates whether Civil or Military, 
to take care that they employ not their power, 
which they have from .their Sovercigi againſt 
him, or doc any thing that may make Jus juſt 
Goyernment uncaſic upon Jus ſhoulders; _ 
cls 
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leſs that may tend tothe. diſinhcriſon of his 
Crown, the deftruftion of his Regality, or the 
diminution of his legal authority, and power. 

I make this obſervation, becauſe it hath been, 


_ and 1 amatraid ſtil] is, a principle among our 


new Reformaers, that the inferiour Maguttrates 
have their power jnamediately from God, though 
they are choſen unto. it by the Prince, and arc 
God's Truſtees to ſee that he doeth his duty, and 
that if he will not, they may comp-ll him, and 
reform without him, and raiſe "4 to rcfiſt 
his _ force. - Bur as, this opinion 1s utterly 
in 


a 
the practice of all civil governments; wherein 
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exerciſe of the paternal authority in Families, i 


1s every whit as bad in ſovereign Statesand King- 
doms, andin a ſhort time would make the Su- 
preme, the ſubordinate Magiſtrate's Slave. 

I have alſo made this obſervation, becauſe ma- 
ny inferiour Powers and Magiſtrates have for- 
merly, and I wiſh I could nor fay of late, done 
very much harm to the Crown, and given very 
ill cxample to the common people of 'this King- 
dom by their undutifall and diſloyal ations. 
Were it needfull, I could prove this Charge by a 
volume of Examples out of the Hiſtories of the 
late times, to which I refer you ; and hcarrily 
Le —_—_ of God, and the ary =, 
Religion, I IUNEREnY n, od's 
Vi nd whoſc-goodnefs ſo many un 
full men owe their hononrs, and cſtaces, and ſore 
incurable Traitours their honours and lives, had 
not of late been treated by ſome inferiour Pow- 
crs, and Porentates more like a publick enemy, 
than a Prince. 
| Bur in the fifth place, If God hath pur the 
Sword in the Sovercign's hand, we may all learn 
how Neccflary, and Honourable the protcſhon of 
a Souldicr is, who beareth nor the Sword 1n vain, 
but to fight the Lord's bartels in detence of his 
Vicegerent, and ro be arcvenger to cxccute wrath 
upon them thar doc evil. Every lawtull Souldier 
vhather Common, or ComimanderisGod's Soul- 


dicr, and what Jehoſaphat (aid unto Ins. Judges, 
| 2 Chron, 
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2 Chron. 19. wiha licle alteration, be ſaid 
by the King to his Mifitia, or Army, Let the fear 
of God be upon you, and take heed what you doe, for 
the judgments which you execute are God's judgments, 
and you fight not for man but for the Lord. 

[ have made this obſervacion becauſe we have 
at leaſt one Sect among us, who ſay, that it is un- 
lawfull for a Chniltzan to bear Arms, and ſerve in 
the Wars under his lawfull Prince. Bur this is 
juſt ſuch anotherabſurd opinion, as that of rhe 
ſame men, whofſay it is unlawtull co rake an Oath 


betore the lawtull iſtrace, when we arc requi- 
red to ſwear. 1 I wonder what can bz 
the-ground of ſuch an abſurd opinion, and how 


the Socizians, who pretend to be Maſters of 
Reaſon, can teach ſuch an unreaſonable thing, 
It is a perfe&t contradiftion to the doctrine of 
the Apoltle, who here teacheth us, that the So- 
vercign beareth the Sword, as he 1s God's Mr- 
niſter, and that he beareth it not invain, but to 
be a revenger to execute wrath upon him tliat 
docth evil; and if he bear the Sword by God's ap- 
poirtment, and for ſo great an end it muſt 
needs be lawtull, and laudable to bear it under 
him, juſt as becauſe he is the ſupreme Miniſter of 
Juſtice, fome muſt needs ſerve. under him in 
cheadmuniſtration and exccution of Jultice, and 
rhoſewho doc fo, arc to be honoured in their 
ſeyeral places upon the account of that civil au- 
chority, which they derive from lum. The So- 
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vereign is the folintain bothof-Givitand Military 
authority, both arc cqually'from God, and necel- 
fary for the ſupport of Government, and there- 
fore I confeſs, I cannot underſtand, why it 
| ſhould be more unlawtull for a Chriſtian to buc- 
| kle on the Sword at the command of his Prince, 
than to put ona Gown. 

| But ſecondly,-I have made this obſervation 
co let our Chivas people fee how little. like 
Chriſtans they -demean themfelves, in railing, 
as they have always done, at the Aing's Guards, 
and of late at th: loyal Militia of this City, 
calling them, -as they did not. many days ago, 
my Lord Mayor's Fanizaries, \my Lord Mayor's 
Army, and as they think very wittly, my Lord 
Mayor's Guards. Theſe people are themſelves 
an argument to prove, how neceſlary the Sword 
| is for the quiet and welfare of Government, ac- 
| cording to the motto of your Shield, arma pacis 
| fulcra, that arms are the cauſe of peace. They thew 
us what we muſt expect from them were it not 
| tor the Sword ; and God be praiſed, that both the 
King, and the Lord Mayor have cheir Guards 
to defend them, otherwiſe, I fear, the ſpirit of 
| Corah, which reigns ſtill in theſe men, would 
ſoon puſh them: on to pull his Lordſhip our of 

his Chair, and His Majeſty outof the Throne. 
PI Bur in the laſt place, if God hath put the 
Sword into the Sovercign's hand, and the Mi- 


litary, as well, as the Civil Power be derived 
trom 
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from him, you may ſee how Honourable a Sci- 
ence the Science of Arms 1s, and how Uſctul, and 
Profitable to all Governments Schools of Arms 
are, wherein Men diſpoſed for Martial Employ- 
ments may learn the Military Diſcipline,and how 
to be Expert in feats of Arms. Such Honourable 
Societies are His Majcſtics Nurſeries for the Mi- 
litia, as the. Inns of Court are for the Law, and 
the two Univerſities for the Church ;z and as it is 
to be wiſhed, and endeavourcd, that no Perſons 
be bred in cither of the former, who would em- 
ploy their Tongues, and Pens againſt Gods Ser- 
vant and their Sovcraign : So 1s1t to be wiſhed, 
and all poſſible Endeavours _ to be uſed by 
you, who are Members of this Honourable Com- 
pany, that none be admitted into it, at leaſt into 
the Government of it, who will hkely ſo mif- 
employ their Swords. 

ou are the Chef 4ordre, the Chief Academy 


of this kind in His Majcſtics Dominions; and 


as you are the moſt Illuſtrious for the Number, 

nd Quality of your Members, ſo may you ever 

be the moſt Exemplary for Chrifttan Loyalty ; | 

and imitable Patterns for all His Majeſties Sub- 

jects of that Faith, and Allegiance, which 1s | 

due unto him by the Law of + Nature, as well t <<» | 

as the Municipal Laws of this Land. cy 
May you all (according to the Ancicnt Oath 

of Allegiance wont to be Adminiſtred 1n Courts 

of * Lect) Be Faithful and Loyal to our — 7 eR.= 
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Lord the King, and his Heirs, and bear them Faith 
and Fealty of Life, Limb, and terrene Honour , 
and never do them burt, or damage, but Defend 
them to your Power. But it notwithſtanding your 
Carc, and Endcavours to the contrary, any diſ- 
altected Perſons have, or may hercatter creep in 
among you, let their Right-hands forget their 
Cunning, and ccaſe ro be dextrous m handling 
the Sword. 

Let them never bc able ro ſtretch forth Hand 
or Sword againſt the Lords Anointed; or it they 
do, let them proſper according to the preſage 
of our BlcſIcd,and Obedicnt Saviour, who ſaid, 
He that taketh up the Sword (that is without, or 
againſt Autority ) ſhall periſh by the Sword. Let 
their Calamity, as Solomon faith , riſe ſuddenly : 
Let ſwift Deſtruftion, as David pray'd againſt his 
Enemies, come upon them unawares ; |, them be 
as the Chaſf before the Wind, and the Angel of the 
Lord ſcattering them: Let all this come upon 
them as upon Abſalom, Brutus,Caſſius,and Charea 
and I hope there 1s none ſo diſloyal in this Au- 
dience, at leaſt in this Honourable Company, 
that will not heartily ſay Amen. 

There are other Excellent Uſes to be made of 
this Doctrine, c{pecially againſt rhe unchriſtian 
Practifes of thoſe Men, who not having the fear 
of the _y of Kings bctorc their Eycs, love ro 
{peak and do eycry thing, as far as fatcly they 
may againſt the Honour of his Vice-gerent ; 
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the Soveraign Power. 
flandring his Perſon and Government, belying 
or miſ{-conſtruing his beſt Proceedings, blaming, 
or Cenſuring his moſt Innocent Actions, dc- 
lighting in his Misfortuncs, Triumphing in his 
— pon Ageravating his Infirmutics, diſperiing 
Stories and Rumours to his Prejudice, and lo- 
ving to do cvery thing that tends ro weaken his 
Autority, and withdraw the Hearts of his People 
from him, and render him Odious, and Con- 
remptible in their Eyes. ' 
It you ask theſe Men with what Conſcience 
chey can thus treat their Soveraign, they will tell 
ou, they do nothing bur what they can Juſtific 
b Law; as it the Laws of the Land, and not 
the Laws of the Goſpel were the complear, and 
adequate Rule of Chriſtian Duty, Subjection, 
and Obcdience : Or, as if Men were to be Try'd 
at the laſt Judgment by thoſe, and nor by theſe. 
Bur alas, the Man of God, as the Apoſtle calls 
a Chriſtian, cannot be made Perfect in any one 
Duty by che Laws, nor furniſhed by them unto 
cVC! 890d. Work, but quite contrary, the Laws 
of the Realm will allow us co do many grievous 
things againſt Father, Mother, Wite, Children, 
or any other ſort of Relations, or Neighbours, 
for which, without Repentance, we ſhall be 
ſurely Damned. Wherctore as the Laws of the 
Land are not the Meaſure of our Duty to our 
Parents, Q&c. ſo neither are they the Pertect Rule 
of our Duty to our Prince, as it 1s plain = 
2 the 
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A Diſcourſe about, &C. 

the Verſe aſter my Text, where the Apoſtle having told 
the Romans, that the Emperour was the Miniſter ot God, 
he then adds, Wherefore you muſt needs be ſubjeft, not only 
for Wrath, or fear of Legal Puniſhment, but alſo for Con- 
ſcience-ſake. 


To Conclude all ; theſe Diſloyal Men, with which theſe 


. Kingdoms ſo abound, Att more like Greeks than Chriſtians, 


and as it they had been bred at Athens, and Sparta, rather 
than in the School of Chriſt: Otherwiſe they would be 
better Aﬀe&ed towards Gods Anointed ; they would Pray 
more for him, and Murmure, and Clamour lefs againſt 
him, as knowing, that God giveth us what Kings foever 
he pleaſeth, and that the Kings Heart is in the Hand of the 
Lord, and that he turneth it whitherſoever he will. He is 
King of Kings, Lord of Lords, and the only Ruler of Prin- 
ces, He is the Fountain of Soveraign Power, every Ki 

is his Vice-gerent, and every Kingdom a Theocracy, and 
therefore let us bleſs the Lord betore all the Congregation, 
and fay, in the words of David, 1 Chron. 29. Thine, O 
Lord, is the Greatneſs, and the Power, and the Glory, and 
the Viftory, and the Majeſty : For all that is in the Heaven, 
and in the Earth is thine ; thine is the Kingdom, O Lord,and 
thou art exalted, as Head above at, Which in other words 


| is the very Dottrine of the Apoſtle, who faith, That there 


is no Power, but of God, and that he beareth not the Sword 
in vain, becauſe he is the Miniſter of God, To whom, Father, 
5on, and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, &c. 
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